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COMMENCEMENT 2019
Cheers to the Class of 2019
On May 15, the Maryland Carey Law School Club (MCLSC) 
officially welcomed the newest graduates to the alumni community 
with a champagne toast. The Class of 2019 was lauded for its 
philanthropic leadership through its class gift, chaired by Jaclyn 
Fonteyne ’19 and generously matched by Bryan Saxton ’09, founder 
of Saxton Law, LLC. Graduates who participated in the class giving 
campaign were recognized as the newest members of the MCLSC.  
Bryan Saxton ’
09 and Jaclyne
 Fonteyne ’19
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THROUGHOUT HER REMARKS TO THE 260 JD, LLM, and MSL  graduates at Maryland Carey Law’s Hooding Ceremony on May 17, Chief Judge Mary Ellen Barbera ’84 emphasized the importance of their unique role in fighting for equal justice for all. 
“I ask you today to consider that you are embarking upon a profession that is defined by its 
inextricable relationship with the rule of law,” Judge Barbera offered. “We…understand that 
our democracy is based on our common agreement that the laws of our land govern each of 
us equally. That no man or woman is above the law. That no man or woman is the law.
“Simple, powerful words like ‘freedom’ and ‘justice’ must connote a reality for each and 
every one of us today and going forward, not merely as a mirage in the distance or in the 
hoped for future,” she affirmed. 
Judge Barbera became interested in the law during an eight-year “life-informing” experience 
as a teacher at Patapsco Elementary School in Baltimore City. It was there, she says, where 
she learned that laws are not abstractions, but rules that affect real people.
She attended law school at night while continuing to teach and care for her two young 
children. Following graduation, Barbera clerked for Judge Robert L. Karacki of the Court 
of Special Appeals and went on to serve as assistant attorney general in the criminal appeals 
division. She then worked as a lawyer for the Maryland Attorney Generals and as legal 
counsel for former Governor Parris Glendening.
She was appointed to the Maryland Court of Special Appeals in 2002 and the Court of 
Appeals in 2008. In 2013, Governor Martin O’Malley ’88 named her chief judge, making her 
the first female chief judge of Maryland’s highest court.
“We are honored to have Judge Barbera give our graduation keynote,” said Dean Donald 
Tobin. “I hope our graduates take her message about the important role they play in 
supporting equal justice for all to heart.”
Evening Division President Heather Meadowcroft ’19 and Day Division President Eric 
Michael Manski ’19 also took the podium to offer remarks about their graduating class and 
reflect on their time at the law school.
The Hooding Ceremony was preceded by the University of Maryland, Baltimore 
Commencement Ceremony on May 16. Sarah Shepson ’19 was selected to deliver remarks 
on behalf of all university graduates, a tremendous honor for both Shepson and Maryland 
Carey Law. ■
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April 12, 2019
Each year, the Maryland Public Interest 
Law Project (MPILP) auctions a variety of 
items and services to raise funds to support 
the placement of law students at public 
interest agencies over the summer. 
February 17, 2019
The Law & Health Care Program and the 
Student Health Law Organization hosted 
the annual competition, attended by more 
than 25 students from nine law schools. 
The Drexel University Kline School of 
Law team took top honors. 
September 28, 2018
Every five years, the Black Law Alumni 
Reunion & Symposium brings together 
alumni, faculty, and current students for 
a weekend filled with fond memories and 
vibrant intellectual discussions. The 
fourth installment of the event celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of the Black Law 
Student Association and honored Professor 
Larry S. Gibson. 
September 20, 2018
Judges, law clerks, and students joined 
together for a night of networking at 
the 5th Annual Judicial Reception. The 
reception provides a unique opportunity for 
students and faculty to meet with members 
of the bench, and helps support Maryland 
Carey Law’s standing at 6th in the nation 
for percentage of students in clerkships.
September 8, 2018
Dean Donald B. Tobin and Chair of 
the Maryland Carey Law School Club 
(MCLSC) Chuck Tatelbaum ’66, invited 
MCLSC members to join them at the 
inaugural crab feast to reconnect and 
celebrate members’ commitment to 
ensuring a legacy of legal excellence 
each year. 
March 14, 2019
The theme for the Asian Pacific American 
Law Students Association (APALSA) 
reception was “Representation: Seen, 
Heard, Valued.” The Honorable Eric J. 
Nee ’87 and Krish Vignarajah delivered 
remarks. Ngai Zhang ’11 was honored with 
the Alumni of the Year Award.
November 15, 2018
Alumni and friends of Maryland Carey 
Law were invited back to the law school 
to connect with fellow supporters and 
students past and present who have been 
impacted by their generosity. Christine 
Edwards ’83 (pictured) delivered remarks 
at the luncheon.
February 28, 2019
Students, alumni, faculty, and staff 
gathered at the Black Law Student 
Association (BLSA) Scholarship and 
Awards Banquet themed, “Honoring the 
Past, Treasuring the Future.” Alicia Wilson 
’07 delivered the keynote address.
October 26, 2018
At its symposium, “In the Aftermath of 
Hurricane María: A Year in the Life of 
Puerto Rico,” the Latinx Law Students 
Association (LLSA) brought together 
subject-matter experts to discuss the 
various legal implications of the storm’s 
impact. The IMPACTO Award was 
presented to The Honorable Maite Oronoz-
Rodríguez, Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Puerto Rico.
MPILP Annual 
Goods & Services 
Auction
8th Annual Health 
Law Regulatory & 
Compliance 
Competition 
4th Black Law 
Alumni Reunion & 
Symposium  
5th Annual 
Judicial 
Reception   
Maryland Carey 
Law School Club 
Crab Feast  
APALSA’s 10th 
Annual Spring 
Reception 
Scholarship 
Luncheon 
44th Annual BLSA 
Scholarship & 
Awards Banquet 
LLSA Symposium 
and IMPACTO 
Awards  
1.
4.
7. 8. 9.
2.
5.
3.
6.
5
et al.: Events
Published by DigitalCommons@UM Carey Law,
MARYLAND CAREY LAW MAGAZINE Fall 201937
2019alumni
weekend
RECAP
April 11-13, 2019
Alumni gathered for a weekend to 
reconnect with classmates and engage 
with the Maryland Carey Law community. 
The classes of 1969, 1974, 1979, 1984, 
1989, 1994, 1999, 2004, 2009, and 2014 
celebrated their milestone reunion years.
6
Maryland Carey Law, Vol. 2019 [], Art. 3
https://digitalcommons.law.umaryland.edu/mcl/vol2019/iss1/3
MARYLAND CAREY LAW MAGAZINEFall 2019 38
THURSDAY
APRIL 11
FRIDAY
APRIL 12
Maryland Carey Law’s Alumni Board 
hosted “A Celebration of Leadership” 
to honor five graduates for their 
commitment to professional excellence 
and shaping the future of law, business, 
government, and society.
The Class of 1969 gathered to celebrate 
a 50-year legacy as Maryland Carey Law 
alumni at the Golden Graduates Luncheon. 
The Honorable Barbara Kerr Howe ’69, 
the Golden Reunion Representative, 
delivered the remarks for her class. 
The day continued with several other 
events, including the Women, Leadership, 
and Equality Roundtable, the Faculty 
Panel, and the Dean’s Welcome Reception.
DISTINGUISHED 
GRADUATE AWARD:
Arnold M. Weiner ’57
Partner, Rifkin Weiner 
Livingston LLC
BENJAMIN L. 
CARDIN PUBLIC 
SERVICE AWARD:
Marc A. Schindler ’93
Executive Director, 
Justice Policy Institute
MARY ELLEN 
BARBERA JUDICIAL 
EXCELLENCE 
AWARD:
The Hon. Deborah 
Sweet Eyler ’81 
Judge (Ret.), Maryland 
Court of Special Appeals
RISING STAR 
AWARD:
Aaron B. 
DeGraffenreidt ’12
Assistant Solicitor, 
Baltimore City 
Law Department
STAR AWARD:
Marcus L. Wang ’08
Co-Founder, President 
and General Manager, 
ZytoGen Global 
Genetics Institute
SATURDAY
APRIL 13
Alumni and their families enjoyed a 
sunny afternoon of food, games, and face 
painting in the law school courtyard at the 
Family-Friendly Picnic.
That evening, after the cocktail and 
networking reception, alumni who were 
celebrating a milestone reunion year 
concluded the weekend with dinner with 
their classmates. 
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